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Travancore mint is the only Hindu thanka-sala (mint) still main-
tained in its original form. Travancore has still the prerogative of
its own coinage.

Of the ancient monuments in Travancore, the temples are by
far the most important from a historical and archaeological point of
view.   They have a distinctiveness of structure in their gable roofs.
In the typical Travancore temples there is no difference in con-
struction, up to the entablature, from the Dravidian style of archi-
tecture.   The distinction becomes visible in the upper portion of
the structure, where a wooden roof, covered most often with copper
sheets, or with tiles, and ornamented with triangular gables, is found.
It is worthy of note in this connection that spires are absent in a
typical Travancore temple, and the inner shrine has a square or
round base with a finial in pyramidal form.   The earliest of the
monuments in the State is the cave temple at Kaviyur, belonging to
the latter half of the eighth century A.D., if not earlier, as suggested
by its close resemblance to early Pallava work.   This cave has the
usual orientation of a Siva shrine, its entrance facing west.   Two
pillars divide the breadth of the cave into three openings.    The
central shrine is a square cell enshrining in its middle a rock-cut
linga, and devoid of ornamentation.   The rectangular hall in front
of this sanctum contains on either side of the doorway two niches,
which are flanked by pilasters.   Almost to the same period belongs
the rock-cut Siva temple at Tiranandikara, with a hall and a cell
reached by a flight of three steps.    Precious traces of old fresco
paintings and four inscriptions are all the ancient relics found in
this temple.   A monument belonging to a slightly later date (ninth
century A.D.) is the old Jain temple at the Tiruchanat Malai, in the
village of ChitaraL Among other ancient edifices, the most important
is the temple at Suchindram, which may rightly be called the Par-
thenon of the State.   Though many of the early structures do not at